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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR UR PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS: MERCHANT MARINE MINISTRY ORGAN ON U.S. 200-MILE 
ZONE 

1 . SUMMARY. TASS REPLAY OF JOHN NORTON MOORE'S CRITICISM 

OF UNILATERAL EXTENSION IN MARCHANT MARINE MINISTRY ORGAN 
VODNIY TRANSPORT JULY 27 CITES UN CIRCLES FOR JUDGMENT THAT 
U.S. MOVE "IMPEDES CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTION" OF LOS PROBLEMS 
AT UPCOMING 5TH SESSION. END SUMMARY. 

2. JULY 27 ISSUE OF VODNIY TRANSPORT. ORGAN OF USSR MERCHANT 
MARINE MINISTRY AND RSFSR MINFISHINGFLEET, CARRIES SHARP 
TASS ITEM ON JOHN NORTHON MOORE S NYT INTERVIEW CRITICIZING 
USG FOR EXTENSION OF FISHING JURISDICTION IN 200-MILE ZONE. 

3. AFTER GIVING MOORE'S CREDENTIALS. ITEM QUOTES HIM AS 
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OBLIGATIONS AND CAN LEAD TO WORSENING OF RELATIONS WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES", AND THAT UNILATERAL ACTION IS "VIOLATION” 

OF 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION AND WAS TAKEN AGAINST ADVICE OF 
STATE DEPARTMENT AND "MINISTRY OF JUSTICE". 

4. QUOTING NYT, ITEM SAYS USG WAS ONCE AGAINST UNILATERAL 
EXTENSION BUT DID NOT EXPLAIN 180-DEGREE ABOUT-FACE AFTER 
APPROVAL BY WHITE HOUSE, MOTIVATED BY DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
CONSIEER ATIONS EVOKED BY ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 

5. COMMENTING ON ITS OWN, ITEM POINTS OUT THE BILL WAS 
PRESENTED TO SENATE WHILE LOS FOURTH SESSION WAS UNDERWAY, 
"WITH PARTICIPATION OF 149 COUNTRIES", IN NEW YORK, THAT 

MANY DELEGATES WANTED TO DEVELOP UNIFIED CONVENTION "TAKING 
INTO ACCOUNT INTERESTS OF ALL COUNTRIES", AND THAT NEXT 
SESSION OPENING AT THE BEGINNING OF AUGUST WAS TO CONTINUE 
THIS WORK, "WITH ATTENTION TO THE COMPLEXITY OF THE QUESTION". 
HOWEVER, "IT IS CONSIDERED IN UN CIRLCES THAT THE USA'S 
UNILATERAL ACTION IMPEDES CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTION OF THE WHOLE 
COMPLEX OF IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ON LAW OF THE SEA". 

6. COMMENT. THIS IS THE MOST CUTTING REACTION WE HAVE YET 
SEEN IN SOVIET MEDIA TO UNILATERAL EXTENSION, AND THE MOST 
DIRECT AND OMINOUS LINKAGE TO LOS NEGOTIATIONS. HOWEVER, 

THIS ARTICLE HAS NOT YET BEEN CARRIED IN ANY AUTHORITATIVE 
NEWSPAPER AND THIS CONSIDERABLY VITIATES ITS IMPORTANCE. 
MATLOCK 
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